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unsuspicious of the vexations, and mortifications which were awaiting him at the camp of Gates, addressed the following letter to Col. Lamb :*
HALF MOON, Sept. 5, 1777. Dear Colonel:
Your favor of the 8th July, was delivered me last week, on my return from Fort Schuyler. A hurry of business has prevented me from answering it before. I am much obliged to you for the concern you express for my health and welfare; and you will not impute my silence to inattention or want of friendship, when I assure you I have wrote you twice from Philadelphia, and once since my arrival in this quarter.
I am convinced, by some villainy in the post riders, or negligence in those who carry letters; one-half of those directed to me, and those which I send, never come to hand. I have received but three letters, out of seven, wrote me by my sister.
I am sorry to find you are in a place that is not agreeable to you. I heartily wish your reg't with us, as a few days, in all probability, will determine the fate of Gen. Burgoyne's army, or that of ours. We have six thousand men here, and four at Bennington, who will endeavor to get in his rear, while we attack in front; our people are in high spirits, and wish for action.
We expect soon to hear of an action between Gens. Washington, and Howe. This month, I believe, will be very important in the annals of America. I had the pleasure of hearing from home a few days since, when all were well. Capt. Wooster, by whom I send this, informs me Capt. Mansfield has lately been ill, but is recovered. Please present my respects to him, and Col. Oswald, and rest assured of the friendship and good wishes of,
Dr Colonel,
Your affectionate, Humble serv't,
B. ARNOLD. Col. LAMB.
P. S. Please assure Col. Oswald, that the hurry of business only, prevents my writing him. I have hardly one minute to myself. I wish the pleasure of hearing from you both often.                                                                    B. A. /
*Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.